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Prologue

 1. In the prologue, the author wrote that “Winston Churchill fused 
the Germans and the Nazis into a single hated enemy, the better 
to defeat it swiftly.” Who is our nation’s “enemy”? In our own soci-
ety, are we, like Churchill, ever prone to fusing another group of 
individuals with this enemy, thus creating a “single hated enemy”? 
Who might that be? Are our feelings justified? On a person-to-
person basis, are there people in your life or neighborhood or 
place of work who qualify as “single hated enemies”? How would 
Bonhoeffer have counseled you in dealing with that person?

Chapters 1–3

 1. In chapter 1 we learned that during Dietrich’s childhood, the 
Bonhoeffers rarely went to church. Their faith was “mostly of a 
homegrown variety.” Is God satisfied with a homegrown-vari-
ety faith, or are Christians meant to attend church, living out 
their faith together? What Scriptures support your view? Can 
a person still be influential for good while practicing “home-
grown” faith? How?

 2. As a young man, Bonhoeffer was encouraged to “make the church 
live out what it claimed to believe by speaking publicly against 
Hitler and the Nazis, and taking actions against them.” Many 
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Christians today also believe that the church is called to speak 
out against government when its actions are questionable, and to 
have an active role in politics. Others believe the church has no 
place in politics and the shaping of public policy. Instead, they 
say, we should simply pray for our leaders while “suffering in 
silence.” Whose opinion do you embrace? Why?

 3. Death tends to change people’s focus and priorities—at least 
for a time. After the war deaths of several Bonhoeffer cousins, 
the younger members of the family would often lie in bed at 
night and talk about death and eternity. Do you spend much 
time thinking about eternity? Should a person concentrate on 
life after death, or is it better to keep one’s focus solely on this 
life and what can be accomplished now?

 4. Two weeks after being called to serve in the war, Walter died 
of a shrapnel wound. Meanwhile, Karl-Friedrich was still in the 
infantry, and soon, seventeen-year-old Klaus was also called to 
serve. “It was too much,” we read. Their mother collapsed and 
stayed in bed for weeks.

Currently, America has soldiers fighting in Afghanistan, and 
lives are lost almost daily. Put yourself in Mrs. Bonhoeffer’s place: 
You have already lost one child to war; now you have two more 
involved in it. How will you deal with it? Where will you turn for 
support? Or perhaps you have relatives in the military. If so, do 
you spend much time praying for these servicemen and -women? 
If not, do you know someone whose adult child, or children, 
are involved in the fighting? What can you do to help ease that 
mother’s or father’s burden?

Do you think that if there were a stronger faith commitment 
Mrs. Bonhoeffer might have been able to handle the tragedy of 
loss more effectively? Why or why not? How have you or your 
family and friends handled tragic situations? Have you “folded” 
as Mrs. Bonhoeffer did for a while? What lesson(s) did you learn 
from the situation that helped to strengthen your faith? If your 
faith was not strengthened, why do you think that was the case?

 5. In 1919, following the German Revolution, the Allies demanded 
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that Germany give up many of its territories. What’s more, the 
Germans were ordered to eviscerate their military.

Imagine that your country is in the Germans’ position, and 
another power is making similar demands: “Give up your lands, 
and decimate your military.” Could that ever become a reality? 
If so, how would you expect your government to react? Would 
you get involved against such an assault? What role would you 
want to play?

 6. In 1920, Bonhoeffer announced that he had chosen theology 
over music as his life’s pursuit—against the wishes and expecta-
tions of family and friends. Not everyone reacted to his choice 
with grace. Among the academic elite (of which he was a part), 
“the study of theology, and the profession of theologian, were 
not highly respected.”

When have you made a big decision that was at variance 
with everyone’s expectations for you? What reactions did you 
face from friends and relatives? Did this weaken your resolve, 
or were you more determined than ever to “stick to your guns”? 
How would you advise someone else who has made a pivotal 
choice that goes against the expectations of his or her “circles”?

Chapters 4–6

 1. While traveling in Italy, young Bonhoeffer wrote in his diary that 
he was suddenly beginning “to understand the concept ‘church.’” 
Having seen for the first time “a vivid illustration of the church’s 
transcendence of race and national identity,” he began to view 
the church as something universal, leading him into the ecumen-
ical movement in Europe.

What is your conception of “the church”? When you think 
church, do you envision a body made up of a certain kind (or 
color) of people who embrace a particular set of beliefs? Or 
do you picture a worldwide body, with varied convictions, 
multiple languages and ethnicities, and wide-ranging worship 
styles? What about your church? Is it all white? all black? all 
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Hispanic, Asian, etc.? Are you okay with that, or does it bother 
you? Does it bother God? What do you think you could or 
should do about it?

 2. After visiting a church in Paris, where Bonhoeffer witnessed 
both prostitutes and their customers attending mass, he wrote, 
“It’s much easier for me to imagine a praying murderer, a pray-
ing prostitute, than a vain person praying. Nothing is so at odds 
with prayer as vanity.” Do you agree with this statement? Why 
or why not?

 3. “[The church] must completely separate herself from the state,” 
wrote Bonhoeffer. Interestingly, this is precisely the stand that 
groups such as the ACLU take as they endeavor to remove 
God and anything that points to religion from the classroom, 
the courthouse, and any other public place. Do you think this is 
what Bonhoeffer had in mind when he wrote these words, or did 
he mean something else? What is your understanding of “separa-
tion of church and state”?

 4. In one essay, Bonhoeffer “expressed the Barthian idea that in 
order to know anything at all about God, one had to rely on 
revelation from God. In other words, God could speak into this 
world . . .” There are many today who believe that God no lon-
ger reveals Himself in any way except through the Bible. Others 
believe that, while He does, in fact, speak through His Word, 
He also speaks in other ways. Do you believe that God speaks to 
individuals today, or do you think any form of personal revela-
tion ended with the Bible days?

 5. Bonhoeffer was violently opposed to the notion of “religion,” 
stating that the real message of Christ “is basically amoral and 
irreligious, paradoxical as that may sound.” What did he mean 
by that? Do you agree with this statement? In what way is the 
Christian message “basically amoral and irreligious”? What 
examples would support this?

 6. In Bonhoeffer’s Thursday Circle, he often asked his young attend-
ees difficult questions. One such question was, “Is there such a 
thing as a necessary lie?” How would you answer this question? 
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Can you think of an example of a lie that would be “necessary”? 
Would God condone it? Why or why not? Support your answer 
with Scripture.

 7. Bonhoeffer was taken aback by the “languorous” climate of 
Barcelona and was amazed “at how people of all ages seemed to 
while away the hours sitting at cafés in the middle of the day, 
chattering about little of any real substance.” Still, rather than 
speak out against what he considered an indolent lifestyle, he 
adapted to it, entering “the lives and, to some extent, the life-
styles of the people he was charged with serving” as a pastor. Do 
you believe it is necessary for a minister to embrace the lifestyle 
of the people he or she serves in order to be effective? To what 
degree? Where should a servant of Christ draw the line in adapt-
ing to his/her surrounding culture? Can you think of examples, 
both modern and from the Bible?

 8. In 1929, for a time, Bonhoeffer was in a position that was well 
beneath his qualifications, yet he performed his duties with 
enthusiasm and purpose. Have you ever had to take work that 
was “beneath” you? How did you perform? How are we supposed 
to perform, according to the Bible, regardless of our rank and 
responsibilities? (Hint: Read the parables in Matthew 25:14–30 
and Luke 19:12–27; as well as Colossians 3:22–24.)

Chapters 7–9

 1. “Things are not much different in the church,” Bonhoeffer 
lamented. “The sermon has been reduced to parenthetical church 
remarks about newspaper events.” How do you feel about sermons 
that weave current events in with Scripture? About preachers 
who bring the politics of the day into the pulpit? About those 
who tie world news in with ancient prophecy? Is the pulpit a 
place for “the Word only,” or should ministers be able to use the 
happenings in the world for “practical application” of Scripture?

 2. Deeply dissatisfied with the “skim milk” he encountered in most 
churches, Bonhoeffer was, conversely, fascinated with the “negro 
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churches,” in particular, their music. So transfixed was he with the 
“negro spirituals” he heard at Abyssinian Baptist Church (a con-
gregation started by black merchants) that he searched record 
shops all over Harlem to find recordings of these songs to take 
back to Germany. “The joyous and transformative power of this 
music solidified his thinking on the importance of music to wor-
ship.” How important is music to worship? Does it really have 
“transformative power”? Has music ever moved you to change? If 
so, was the change permanent or short-lived?

 3. Bonhoeffer found the racism in America troubling. So did his 
brother Karl-Friedrich. In fact, it had even caused him to decline 
a position at Harvard: he feared that the prejudice might, in 
time, “taint him and his future children as part of ‘that legacy.’” 
Doubtless, he gave up a prestigious and high-paying career 
because of a deep conviction. How deep do you believe was his 
inner turmoil before reaching his decision? Do you believe he 
wrestled with it, or do you think his was an immediate conclusion? 
Have you ever been in a similar situation? Can you think of any 
biblical parallels?

 4. When Bonhoeffer began to teach, he taught his students to 
investigate biblical, ethical, and theological questions with the 
same rigorousness that one would examine questions of science 
or law. Further, one should “arrive at answers that could stand 
up to every scrutiny because one would have to live out those 
conclusions.” Each of us has a set of particular convictions, some 
of them very strong. What are your strongest beliefs? Think of 
your two or three most deeply held beliefs/convictions. Can you 
defend these convictions? How can you support—logically, bib-
lically, or both—what you believe?

 5. In Bonhoeffer’s radio speech given two days after Hitler’s elec-
tion as chancellor, he made the following statement: “We forget 
that man stands alone before the ultimate authority and that any-
one who lays violent hands on man here is infringing eternal 
laws and taking upon himself superhuman authority which will 
eventually crush him.” Remember that this same man was himself 
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later involved in the plot to kill Hitler. Do you think this was a 
contradiction? A self-fulfilling prophecy? How so?

 6. “After the war,” the author wrote, “many were happy to wipe 
away the old order and rid themselves of the kaiser (emperor). 
But when the old monarch at last left the palace, the people who 
had clamored for his exit were suddenly lost. . . . The country 
broke apart into a riot of factions . . . Under the kaiser there had 
been law and order and structure; now there was chaos.”

Recently, several countries in the Middle East have over-
thrown or are attempting to overthrow their current government. 
What could happen if these countries don’t have a solid plan of 
action regarding future government? Can you see any imminent 
dangers already?

 7. The day after the Reichstag fire, the Reichstag Fire Edict officially 
suspended the parts of the German constitution that guaranteed 
personal liberties, turning the once democratic republic into a 
dictatorship. The decree placed, among other things, “restric-
tions on . . . the right of free expression of opinion, including 
freedom of the press; on the rights of assembly and association; 
and violations of the privacy of postal, telegraphic and telephonic 
communications”—and it was made law before citizens even had 
time to think of it!

Picture this same scenario taking place in twenty-first cen-
tury America. Would the perpetrators get away with it? Would 
anyone immediately come to the fore to oppose the proclama-
tion? Who? Would you join the effort? How far would you be 
willing to go, and how hard would you fight, to regain the liberty 
guaranteed in the U. S. Constitution?

Chapters 10–15

 1. Soon after Hitler came to power, the “Aryan paragraph” took 
effect, resulting in the expulsion of all Jewish-descent people 
from civil service. Eventually it would lead to their exclusion 
from the church and, ultimately, to their mass murders.
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Choose an ethnicity other than your own. Now imagine that 
suddenly, your government targeted this group for discrimination 
of the type announced as Hitler’s “Restoration of Civil Service.” 
How would you respond? Would you oppose these laws? What 
type of action, if any, would you take? If you did choose to join 
in efforts to repeal such discriminatory laws, would you fight as 
hard for this ethnic group as you would if the laws had targeted 
your own race/ethnicity?

 2. “One week after passage of the Enabling Act, Hitler declared a 
boycott of Jewish stores across Germany.” It is easy for people 
to say what they would have done in a given situation—“Well, 
if I had been there . . .”—but say this act were instituted today, 
where you live. You were forbidden, by government, to shop at 
any market or department store owned by members of a specific 
people group. Would you, like Dietrich’s grandmother, defy the 
legislation and shop there anyway? Would you try to get oth-
ers to join in the rebellion with you, or out of fear, would you 
meekly submit to the new statute?

 3. What if, today, in your country, there was a book burning similar 
to that instigated by Hitler, but all of the works burned were 
those written by, say, Christian authors? Would that have an 
impact on education? philosophy? religion? What would your 
society lose? Would it be a great loss? Would illegalization of 
Christian-authored books directly affect you?

 4. At one point, “Bonhoeffer began to see that the opposition to 
Hitler . . . was weak and divided, and he was gradually losing 
hope that anything positive could be done.” No doubt, countless 
others—both German and Jew—saw the same thing. One could 
wonder why more people of both descents didn’t just leave the 
country while they still could. What are some of the possible 
reasons that so many didn’t? Discounting your present knowl-
edge of the outcome of Hitler’s fanaticism, had you been living in 
Germany in the 1930s as a German, would you have considered 
leaving the country? If not, what would have prevented you? 
What if you had been a Jew?
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 5. By 1933, Hitler was moving swiftly toward the legalized murder 
of the disabled, including those who suffer from epilepsy, con-
sidering them, like the Jews, to be “a drain on Germany.” Their 
exterminations would begin in earnest by the end of the decade.

Do you think this scenario could ever repeat itself in Europe? 
Could it happen in North America? South America? Have you 
heard or read of any steps in this direction in any of these places, 
or elsewhere? Where? What signs can you see, if any, that such 
“genocide” (masquerading as “mercy killings”) could become a 
reality where you live?

 6. There were some who wondered why Bonhoeffer didn’t “join the 
German Christians in order to work against them from within.” 
He refused, saying, “If you board the wrong train, it is no use run-
ning along the corridor in the opposite direction.” Do you agree, 
or do you think it could have been advantageous to join with 
the enemy and seek to destroy them from within? How could 
he have done this, had he chosen to? Had you been in his place, 
what would you have done? If you had chosen to join the oppo-
sition, what kinds of actions would you have taken to undermine 
the German church?

 7. Nietzsche called Christianity “the one great curse, the one enor-
mous and innermost perversion . . . the one immortal blemish 
of mankind.” Through history, what other prominent leaders or 
writers have shared this point of view? What were the results? 
Why would these people have such a terrible attitude toward 
Christianity? What could Christians do to help alter such a view?

 8. After three weeks of work on the Bethel Confession, Bonhoeffer 
sent it to twenty theologians, for their review and comments. “By 
the time they were through, every bright line was blurred; every 
sharp edge of difference filed down; and every point blunted.” 
The author tells us that Bonhoeffer was horrified at his fellow 
Christians’ unwillingness to take a definite stand. They had, 
effectively, watered down the confession.

Do you see this tendency today? Can you think of preach-
ers whose message is “soft on sin” and in direct conflict with the 
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“hard sayings” of Jesus? Can you see this “watering down” in any 
popular Bible translations today? Do you know of churches that 
have blurred their once-clear lines on certain issues, perhaps for 
political correctness’ sake? Could political correctness itself be 
an example of the blurring of bright lines and the filing down of 
sharp edges?

 9. Read Niemoller’s prison poem on page 192. Can you think of 
other people who could have spoken out against wrongs that 
were being done—but didn’t? What were the outcomes? Could 
they have been prevented? Here’s one to consider: What if 
Americans had gone to bat against Madalyn Murray O’Hare 
when she first began her campaign to remove prayer and Bible 
reading from public schools. Could the 1962 and 1963 Supreme 
Court decisions have been nipped in the bud? Could her attempts 
have been thwarted far in advance of their reaching the Supreme 
Court? What other rights—religious or otherwise—have been 
lost to citizens’ unwillingness to get involved?

Chapters 16–22

 1. Soon after Hindenberg’s death, the Reichskirche held a synod in 
which it was decreed that all new pastors must swear upon ordi-
nation “I swear before God . . . that I . . . will be true and obedient 
to the Führer of the German people and state, Adolf Hitler.” To 
do so, in effect, barred them from preaching the real Jesus and 
the gospel as He taught it. Can you think of stories in the New 
Testament where individuals were forbidden to preach the gos-
pel message? How did they respond? Are there efforts today to 
silence those who would preach the full gospel? Where? What 
attempts are being made to stifle Bible truth?

 2. Most of us today have never faced fundamental racial prejudice 
of the kind that Sabine’s daughters encountered. For example, 
“One little friend actually called out to [Christiane] over the 
fence, ‘Your father is a Jew.’ One day a notice-board was fixed to 
one of the trees in front of the school on which was written ‘The 
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Father of the Jew is the Devil.’” According to this account, these 
kinds of events took place every day. Imagine that you or your 
children were subjected to this type of bigotry and persecution 
on a daily basis. How long would you tolerate it? Would you 
fight back (or encourage your children to)? Or would you hold 
your tongue? As a parent, would you take your kids out of the 
school? the country?

 3. Bonhoeffer was impressed with Gandhi’s methods of social resis-
tance, so much so that he wondered if the church ought to emulate 
them. This leads us to the topic of civil disobedience. What do you 
think of Christians disobeying their leaders? Does a Christian’s 
refusal to submit to a wicked government or an immoral law con-
tradict Hebrews 13:17 and Romans 13:1–5? Are there other verses 
from Scripture that seem to conflict with these verses? Can you 
think of biblical characters, Old or New Testament, whose actions 
or inactions were in direct opposition to those in authority and thus 
a violation of Hebrews 13:17? If you were one of these characters 
today, what Bible verses, if any, could you uses to defend your 
actions? What reasoning did they use?

 4. When Bonhoeffer began his monastic community at Zingst, he 
asked that the ordinands not call him Herr Direktor, but Bruder 
(Brother) Bonhoeffer instead. Why do you think he did that? 
Would there have been any harm in allowing the ordinands to 
call him Herr Direktor? He was, after all, the director. How impor-
tant, then, was his title to him? How important are titles to you? 
Can you think of any Bible stories where a character purposely 
sought a lower position, either real or perceived, than that in 
which people sought to place him?

 5. In his sermon “The Question of the Boundaries of the Church 
and Church Union,” Bonhoeffer made the controversial state-
ment “Whoever knowingly separates himself from the Confessing 
Church in Germany separates himself from salvation.” Though 
he doubtless didn’t mean it quite the way it was taken by his crit-
ics, it nonetheless immediately created a firestorm of debate.

Suppose your church/denomination issued a similar statement, 
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in essence saying that anyone who left the church forfeited 
heaven. (There are denominations that teach this.) How would 
you react? Are you acquainted with Christian individuals who 
believe that theirs is the “only way”? Do you believe that too? 
How did the apostle Paul speak to this kind of thinking? (Hint: 
See 1 Corinthians 1:10–17; 3:3–11.)

 6. Hitler’s ultimate goal was to take over Europe. Are there any 
individuals or groups today whose goal is the same? Who? Could 
they succeed? If so, what sequence of events could aid in their 
success?

 7. In 1939, all men born in 1906 and 1907 were ordered to register 
for the military. This presented a conundrum for Bonhoeffer. He 
couldn’t declare himself a conscientious objector. To do so would 
be risking his life. Further, he mused, it would give Germans the 
impression that the entire Confessing Church agreed with that 
stance, and would give Confessing pastors the impression that 
they, too, should refuse to take up arms. On the other hand, fight-
ing for Hitler’s Germany seemed unconscionable. We know what 
he finally decided, but this brings up the problem of war in present 
times. Is it wrong to fight in war? Does the command “Thou shalt 
not kill” apply to wartime? to self-defense? If not, should everyone 
be made to participate, if called upon? What about the conscien-
tious objector? Should his or her participation be mandatory if that 
individual is going to live in the nation at war?

 8. World War II involved many nations, on almost every continent, 
beginning with Germany’s invasion of Poland in 1939. Two days 
later, Britain and France declared war on Germany. Other nations 
soon joined in the fray.

Currently, the United States is at war in Afghanistan over the 
Taliban’s atrocities against Afghan people. In recent years, Western 
powers have also come to the aid of the Iraqis, the Libyans, and 
others being oppressed by those in power. People globally are 
sharply divided on this issue. On one hand are those who believe 
that stronger nations should go help to defend those who can’t 
defend themselves. Others say it is no one else’s business what 
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goes on inside a country. Its people should take care of them-
selves, they contend, and if the citizens don’t like the current 
administration, they should take responsibility for its overthrow 
themselves. Where do you stand? Did the U. S. have any right to 
invade and bomb Afghanistan? Does the UN have any business 
getting involved in Libya’s internal turmoil? When a country’s 
citizens are being subjugated and abused, should stronger powers 
take up arms in their defense or mind their own business?

Chapters 23–27

 1. Read the section titled “From Confession to Resistance” in chap-
ter 23, in particular, the Bethge quote on pages 360–61. Then 
read James 4:17 in the New American Standard Bible or the 
New Living Translation. Do you see a connection? What other 
Bible verses may have convicted those who wrestled with their 
involvement in the assassination plot? Do you agree with Bethge 
that Bonhoeffer’s steps toward political resistance should be “a 
natural and inevitable outworking” of his recognition that Hitler 
was evil and should be taken down?

 2. When France surrendered to Germany, Bonhoeffer and Bethge 
witnessed people throwing out their arms in the Nazi salute 
and bursting into patriotic song. To Bethge’s dismay, Bonhoeffer 
joined right in with them. “As Bethge stood there gawking, 
Bonhoeffer whispered to him: ‘Are you crazy? Raise your arm! 
We’ll have to run risks for many different things, but this silly 
salute is not one of them!’ . . . It was then, Bethge realized, that 
Bonhoeffer crossed a line.”

In the Bible, three men were put in a similar position. But 
while everyone else fell down in worship before an image of gold, 
these three remained standing. They were sentenced to death. 
We know how the story ends (see Daniel 3), but Bonhoeffer’s 
actions beg the question: Is pretense ever acceptable, even called 
for? What harm would it have done for the three Hebrew chil-
dren to at least pretend to worship the golden statue? Though 

00-01_Bonhoeffer TP.indd   605 7/13/11   2:57:35 PM



606    v    BONhOEFFER

conspiracy wasn’t part of their agenda, they could have followed 
the crowd, at least physically, just to save their lives. Only they 
would have known their hearts weren’t in it. Were they wrong to 
risk their lives? On the other hand, instead of engaging in pre-
tense, should Bonhoeffer have just openly opposed Hitler? Or 
are these situations totally different? Why or why not?

 3. The author tells us that Bonhoeffer believed “we cannot reach 
God with our own prayers, but by praying ‘his’ prayers—the 
Psalms of the Old Testament, which Jesus prayed—we effec-
tively piggyback on them all the way to heaven.” Do you agree 
with this? There have been many books and sermons in recent 
years about “praying the psalms.” Do you believe these are the 
only prayers God will hear and accept? If not, can you think of 
other examples of prayers that were heard and answered, but 
were not prayed from the book of Psalms?

Chapters 28–31

 1. After Bonhoeffer’s engagement to Maria, his fiancée asked that they 
not write each other for six months. If you were in Bonhoeffer’s 
shoes, how would you react to that request? What would it do, if 
anything, to your relationship? Could you be as patient as he, or 
would you consider “moving on”?

 2. So many people—millions—died at Hitler’s hands, and many of 
them were Christian. Some Christians seem to believe that God 
will save His people from martyrdom, even that He is obligated to, 
and that they should “claim” this promise for themselves. (Some 
use Psalm 91, among other passages, to substantiate this belief.) 
Do the promises we read in the Bible obligate God to come to 
our rescue every time? anytime? Think of examples from the 
Bible where He did. Now list times when He didn’t. What did 
Jesus say about this? (For help with this question, see Revelation 
6:9; Matthew 24:9; John 16:1–4; Acts 6:8–8:1, for starters.)

 3. During Bonhoeffer’s first days in prison, the author tells us, he 
read “the wry graffito of a previous occupant: ‘In a hundred years 
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it’ll all be over.’” This sounds a great deal like the oft-used cliché 
“This, too, shall pass.” Though the onetime prisoner may have 
written his statement with a note of bitterness, rather than opti-
mism, the fact remains: all of the storms of life eventually pass, 
one way or another. How much better would people be able to 
handle their present struggles if they would adopt the attitude 
displayed on that cell wall? Is it even possible to think this way? 
In the midst of your trials, is there comfort in knowing that in 
even five years, your immediate concern will be forgotten?

 4. While imprisoned in cell 92, Bonhoeffer was determined to not 
wallow in self-pity. If you had been the one in that cell, would 
your resolve have been so strong? At this point, do you think he 
had any suspicions that he might not ever get out of prison (even 
though it was not for his involvement in the assassination plot 
that he was arrested)? If not, how do you think he managed to 
remain cheerful and turn his attention toward the well-being of 
his fellow prisoners, rather than himself?

 5. While at Tegel, Bonhoeffer was often given preferential treat-
ment because of who he was related to. He despised it. He was 
offered a cooler cell, and he refused it. He was offered bigger 
food portions, and he turned those down too. With an honest 
heart, ask yourself if you would do as Bonhoeffer did. Knowing 
that bigger plates for you would mean smaller plates for others, 
could you refuse the larger portions, or would you be tempted 
to take them and just keep quiet about it? Would you gratefully 
move into a better cell, knowing that someone else would soon 
be occupying the hot, stuffy one?

 6. According to the author, Bonhoeffer’s “very engagement was his 
way of living out what he believed. He did everything, including 
become engaged to Maria, ‘unto God.’” Imagine if, in our rela-
tionships, we did everything “unto God,” or, put another way “as 
unto the Lord.” If teenagers remembered to conduct themselves 
on dates as “unto God,” what evils could be avoided? If men and 
women made their choice of a future spouse “unto God,” and 
later treated each other in marriage with this thought in mind 
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(see Colossians 3:17 nlt), what effect would that have on divorce 
statistics in our nation? Think about other areas of life that would 
be greatly affected if all our actions were “unto God.” What sce-
narios can you envision if we worked, played, and loved really 
“living out” what we believe?

 7. The camp doctor at Flossenbürg, H. Fischer-Hüllstrung, wrote 
of Bonhoeffer’s execution, “He . . . said a short prayer and then 
climbed the steps to the gallows, brave and composed. His death 
ensued after a few seconds. In the almost fifty years that I worked 
as a doctor, I have hardly ever seen a man die so entirely submis-
sive to the will of God.”

Execution is a horrible thing to think about, but many 
throughout history have faced it. If you had been in Bonhoeffer’s 
place, how do you think someone writing after your death would 
have described it? Would they say that you remained calm, or 
that you resisted? That you kept your composure and “died well,” 
or that you struggled and fought death? Think about others who 
have been martyred in the past. Who “died well”?
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